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We investigate the prosodic marking of discourse referents in a corpus of spoken German. 

Previous work based on carefully controlled experimental data assumes that a prominence 

hierarchy for discourse referents with respect to information status (New > Accessible > 

Given) correlates with a scale in prosodic marking of prominence (New ~ highest prominence 

> Given ~ lowest prominence), e.g. Baumann & Grice 2006, Baumann et al. 2015. In this 

study, we argue that a correlation between the information status of a discourse referent and 

its local prosodic marking does not suffice to account for the prosodic variation found in a 

corpus of spoken German. We propose to take several factors into account to predict the 

actual prosodic prominence of a discourse referent in spoken speech. These factors include 

the information structure categories ‘topic’ and ‘contrast’, effects of intonational function of 

‘continuation’ or ‘finality’, and prominence relations between discourse referents.  

 The corpus consists of 13 non-scripted mobile phone recommendation monologues by 

two salespersons prompted by a customer request. The corpus is part of a larger project on 

information structure in speech synthesis, which develops a product recommender system 

(Kügler et al. 2012, 2013) that contains a speech generator and a speech synthesis front-end. 

Discourse referents were annotated for their information status, for topicality and for contrast 

solely based on the text applying the Potsdam Information Structure guidelines (Dipper et al. 

2010). Prosodically, the corpus was annotated using GToBI (Grice et al. 2005). Inter-

annotator reliability of information status revealed substantive agreement (Cohen’s κ 0.75). 

The corpus analysis reveals that the factor ‘prominence relations between discourse referents’ 

confirms the scale in prosodic marking of prominence established for written speech. Thus, 

the phonetic realization of a discourse referent depends on the information status of a previous 

referent reflecting the relational nature of prominence. 
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